
FAQs about the exam period 

 

Q. When do the external exams start? 

A. Most exams start week beginning 11th May 2020. There will be some exams 

before this, for example, French & German Oral Exams can take place from 1st 

April and the 10 hour Art exam will be at least the week before the main exams 

start. 

Q. What should pupils do when they have completed all the coursework and exams in a 

particular subject? 

A. Pupils must continue to attend the lessons on their regular timetable. The time 

will be used to revise for exams in other subject area. In some instances, 

alternative arrangements will be made by teachers who wish to run extra 

revision sessions. This must be approved by Mr Russell, the head of Key Stage 4. 

Q. I have heard that students will be given a new timetable to follow from 11th May. Is this 

correct? 

A. Yes. Pupils will be given a revised timetable to follow from 11th May, which has 

been organised to give pupils focussed revision lessons as near as possible to 

when the actual exam is given subject area is to take place. The new timetable 

should be used in conjunction with pupils’ regular timetables, as often they will 

need to be in the ‘normal lessons’ that they have been attending since 

September. 

Q. When does study leave start? 

A. Pupils are required to attend school EVERY day until Friday 12th June 2020. Pupils 

are no longer expected to attend school from 18th June 2020. From that date, 

pupils are only expected to attend in order to sit their exams. You must wear 

school uniform for all exams.  

Q. When can pupils have their shirts signed? 

A. Pupils will be allowed to sign shirts over lunch on Friday 12th June. They will go to 

registration at 2pm and join together for a final celebratory assembly from 14:20 

– 15:20. 

Q. What will happen if the child in my care is unable to attend on the day of the exam? 

A. If you know in advance that your child will be unable to come into school – but 

the child is able to take the exam (a broken leg, for example) then contact us as 

soon as possible and we will discuss the options available. If the condition 

prevents your child from being able to take the exam at all then, unfortunately, 

the marks for that paper will be affected. We can apply for special consideration 

in exceptional circumstances. 



Q. Can pupils re-sit the exam at a later date? 

A. It is possible to re-sit exams in November of the same year English and/or Maths. 

For other subjects re-sits can be taken in the summer of the following year.  

Q. What equipment do pupils need for the exams? 

A. Pupils will need to have: 2 black pens (in case one runs out); a pencil; an eraser; a 

15cm ruler; a protractor; a compass and a scientific calculator, all in a clear pencil 

case. 

Q. What about phones and watches? 

A. Pupils must not bring mobile phones or smart watches into the examination hall. 

They must be left in your bags which will be placed in the cupboard in the exam 

hall until the exam, has finished.  There are clocks in the hall clearly displaying 

the time. 

Q.  May pupils eat or drink during exams? 

A. During the summer exams pupils will be provided with a bottle of water for all 

exams. Pupils are not allowed to bring in their own bottle or eat during the exam.  

Q. What happens if a pupil needs to go to the toilet during the exam? 

A. Pupils will be told that if they need anything during the exam they must raise 

their hand. If they have an urgent need to use the toilet then they will be 

escorted to the bathroom by an invigilator who will wait for them and escort 

them back to the exam hall. We encourage pupils to use the facilities before the 

exams starts. 

 


