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EXAM GUIDEBOOK 
Paper 1-Crime and Punishment through time 
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policing and the inner city 1870-1900. 
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Preparing for your GCSE Paper 1 exam: Section A. 

Whitechapel, c1870-1900-Crime, Policing and the inner city. 

 

 

    25 minutes 

10%/ 16 marks of the whole GCSE 

 

Question 1 

 

Describe 

two 

features 

of… 

: 4 marks 

 

: 5 minutes 

 

 The answer is 

only worth 4 

marks so try to 

keep the 

answer brief. 4 

sentences is 

plenty. 

 

Model answer:  

 

Describe two features of life in the Whitechapel 

Workhouse (4 marks) 

 

 



Question 2 

(a) 

 

How useful 

are 

Sources A 

and B for 

an enquiry 

into… 

: 8 marks 

 

: 15 minutes 

 

 You are given 

two sources to 

evaluate. 

 They are in a 

separate 

sources booklet 

so you can keep 

them in front 

of you while 

you write your 

answer 

 Make sure your 

answer refers 

to both sources 

 You should 

analyse the 

sources.  

1. What useful 

information do 

they give? Only 

choose points 

that are 

directly 

relevant to the 

question 

2. What can you 

infer? Work 

out what 

evidence they 

can provide 

that is not 

actually stated 

in the source 

You must also evaluate 

the source… 

1. Use contextual 

knowledge to 

evaluate the 

accuracy or 

completeness 

of the source 

2. Use the 

provenance 

Model answer:  

 

Study Sources A and B. 

How useful are Sources A and B for an enquiry into the 

problems facing immigrants in the Whitechapel area? 

Explain your answer, using Sources A and B and your own 

knowledge of the historical context (8 marks) 
 

 

 

 



(The nature, 

origin and 

purpose of the 

source) to 

evaluate the 

strength of the 

evidence 

 

Make judgements 

about the usefulness 

of each source, giving 

clear reasons. These 

should be based on the 

importance of the 

content of the sources 

and should also take 

into account the 

provenance of the 

source. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 2 

(b) 

 

Study 

Source… 

How could 

you follow 

up 

Source… to 

find out 

more 

about…? 
 
 
 

: 4 marks 

 

: 5 minutes 

 

 

 You are given a 

table to 

complete when 

you answer this 

question with 

four parts. 
1. The detail you 

would follow up 

2. The question 

that you would 

ask ‘WAS 

THIS 

TYPICAL’ is a 

great question 

that can be 

applied to 

anything. 

Model answer:  

 

Study Source A. 

How could you follow up Source A to find out more about 

problems facing immigrants in the Whitechapel area? 

In your answer, you must give the question you would ask 

and the type of source you could use. 

 (4 marks) 
 

 



3. The type of 

source you 

could use to 

find the 

information 

4. Your 

explanation of 

how this 

information 

would help 

answer the 

question 

 Keep your 

answer brief 

and in the 

space given. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Preparing for your GCSE Paper 1 exam: Section B. 

Crime and Punishment through time 1000-Present 

 

 

    50 minutes 

20%/ 36 marks of the whole GCSE 

 

Question 3 

 

Explain one 

was that X 

was 

[similar/di

fferent] to 

Y… 

: 4 marks 

 

: 5 minutes 

 

 Identify a 

similarity or 

difference 

then explain 

why. 

 

Model answer:  

 

Explain ONE way in which the nature of punishment 

during the year’s c1500-c1700 was different from the 

nature of punishment in the period c1900-present.         

(4 marks) 

 

 



Question 4 

 

Explain 

why… 

: 12 marks 

 

: 15 minutes 

 This question is 

asking you to 

explain the 

causes of 

events, do don’t 

just describe 

them. 

 No intro 

needed. 

 3 PEEL 

paragraphs. 

 Don’t have to 

use the 

provided bullet 

points. 

 Provided bullet 

points may not 

be the causes 

but the 

consequences 

of the causes. 

 
 

Model answer:  

 

Explain why there were new definitions of crimes against 

authority in the years c.1000-c1700. 

You may use the following in your answer. 

 Poaching 

 Heresy  

You MUST also use information of your own. 

(8 marks) 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 5 

or 6 

 

[Statemen

t] How far 

do you 

agree? 

Explain 

your 

answer. 
 
 
 

: 16 marks + 4 

marks for SPAG 

 

: 30 minutes 

 

 

 You must 

give an 

extent to 

whether you 

agree or not. 

 
 You must 

have both 

sides of the 

argument. 

 Have a clear 

line of 

argument 

(e.g. If you 

said you 

agree, 

continue 

with that 

theme don’t 

switch) 

 You must 

have an 

overall 

Model answer:  

 

‘The establishment of Pentonville prison was a 

turning point in the use of prisons in the years 

c1700–present.’ How far do you agree? Explain your 

answer.  

You may use the following in your answer: 

• the separate system  

• open prisons You must also use information of your 

own 
 (16 marks + 4 marks SPAG) 
 

 

 



conclusion 

supported 

with 

evidence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Preparing for your GCSE Paper 2 exam: Section A. 

Superpower relations and the Cold War 1941-91 

 

    50 minutes  

20%/ 32 marks of the whole GCSE 

 

Question 1 

 

Explain 

two 

consequenc

es of… 

: 8 marks 

 

: 10 minutes 

 

 Identify a key 

consequences 

and explain 

them. 

 

Model answer:  

 

Explain two consequences of the fall of the Berlin Wall          

(8 marks) 

 



 
Question 2 

 

Write a 

narrative 

account 

analysing… 

: 8 marks 

 

: 15 minutes 

 

 

Model answer:  

 

Write a narrative account analysing the key events of 

Détente during the 1970s. 

 

You may use the following in your answer: 

 SALT 1 (1972) 

 Afghanistan (1979) 

(8 marks) 
 



  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Question 3 

 

Explain 

two of the 

following: 

The 

importance 

of X for Y. 
 
 
 

:  16 marks 

 

: 30 minutes 

 

 

 Explain the 

significance 

(importance) 

Model answer:  

 

Explain two of the following: 
 • The importance of the USA’s development of the 

atomic bomb for relations between the superpowers in 

the years 1945-49. (8) 

 • The importance of the Bay of Pigs incident for 

relations between the USA and the Soviet Union. (8) 

 • The importance of the Brezhnev Doctrine for the 

Soviet Union’s control of Czechoslovakia. (8)  

16 marks  



of the 

consequence 

of these 

events. 

 Include 

specific 

events, 

dates and 

people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Preparing for your GCSE Paper 2 exam: Section B. 

Anglo-Saxon and Norman England c.1060-1088 

 

    55 minutes  

20%/ 32 marks of the whole GCSE 

 

Question 

4a 

 

Describe 

two 

features 

of… 

:4 marks 

 

: 5 minutes 

 

 The answer is 

only worth 4 

marks so try to 

keep the 

answer brief. 4 

sentences is 

plenty. 

 

Model answer:  

 

Describe two features of the role of Tenants-in-chief in 

Norman England,          (4 marks) 

 

 



Question 

4b 

 

Explain 

why… 

: 12 marks 

 

: 20 minutes 

 
 This question is 

asking you to 

explain the 

causes of 

events, do don’t 

just describe 

them. 

 No intro 

needed. 

 3 PEEL 

paragraphs. 

 Don’t have to 

use the 

provided bullet 

points. 

 Provided bullet 

points may not 

be the causes 

but the 

consequences 

of the causes. 

 

Model answer:  

 

Explain why Anglo-Saxon Monarchs had so much power. 

 

You may use the following in your answer: 

 landholding 

 Law-making 

You MUST include information of your own. 

(12 marks) 

 

(PARAGRAPH ONLY EXAMPLE) 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Question 

4ci or ii 

 

[Statemen

t] How far 

do you 

agree? 

Explain 

your 

answer. 
. 
 
 

: 16 marks  

 

: 30 minutes 

 

 

 You must 

give an 

extent to 

whether you 

agree or not. 

Model answer:  

 

‘The main reason for William’s victory at the 

Battle of Hastings was the tactics used by the 

Normans.’ How far do you agree? Explain your 

answer. 
16 marks  
 

You may use the following in your answer:  

• mounted Norman knights 

• the march from Stamford Bridge You must 

also use information of your own 



 

 
 You must 

have both 

sides of the 

argument. 

 Have a clear 

line of 

argument 

(e.g. If you 

said you 

agree, 

continue 

with that 

theme don’t 

switch) 

 You must 

have an 

overall 

conclusion 

supported 

with 

evidence. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  
 

 

 

 

 



Preparing for your GCSE Paper 3 exam: Section A and B 

Germany 1918-39 

 

    1hour 15 minutes  

30%/ 52 marks of the whole GCSE 

 

Section A 

Question 1 

Give two 

things you 

can infer 

from 

Source A 

about… 

:4 marks 

 

: 5 minutes 

 

 Be sure to link 

your inferences 

to the focus of 

the question 

(e.g., in the 

example 

question, the 

focus is the 

success of the 

Olympic 

Games) 

 

Model answer:  

 

 
 

 



 
Question 

4b 

 

Explain 

why… 

: 12 marks 

 

: 20 minutes 

 
 This question is 

asking you to 

explain the 

causes of 

events, do don’t 

just describe 

them. 

 No intro 

needed. 

 3 PEEL 

paragraphs. 

 Don’t have to 

use the 

provided bullet 

points. 

 Provided bullet 

points may not 

be the causes 

but the 

consequences 

of the causes. 

 

Model answer:  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Question 

3a 

 

How useful 

are 

Sources B 

and C for 

an enquiry 

into… 
. 
 
 
 

: 8 marks 

 

: 15 minutes 

 

 You are given 

two sources to 

evaluate. 

 They are in a 

separate 

sources booklet 

so you can keep 

them in front 

of you while 

you write your 

answer 

 Make sure your 

answer refers 

to both sources 

Model answer:  

 

Study Sources B and C. 

How useful are Sources B and C for an enquiry 

into the challenges facing the Weimar Republic 

in the years 1919-23? 

 

Explain your answer, using Sources B and C and 

your knowledge of the historical 

context. 



 You should 

analyse the 

sources.  

3. What useful 

information do 

they give? Only 

choose points 

that are 

directly 

relevant to the 

question 

4. What can you 

infer? Work 

out what 

evidence they 

can provide 

that is not 

actually stated 

in the source 

You must also evaluate 

the source… 

3. Use contextual 

knowledge to 

evaluate the 

accuracy or 

completeness 

of the source 

4. Use the 

provenance 

(The nature, 

origin and 

purpose of the 

source) to 

evaluate the 

strength of the 

evidence 

 

Make judgements 

about the usefulness 

of each source, giving 

clear reasons. These 

should be based on the 

importance of the 

content of the sources 

and should also take 

into account the 

provenance of the 

source. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Question 

3b 

 

What is 

the main 

difference 

between 

these 

views? 

: 4 marks 

 

: 10 minutes 

 

 Refer directly 
to the 
interpretation
s e.g. 
(Interpretatio
n 1 states)  

 Quotes/parap
hrase the 
interpetations 
to show the 
difference. 

Model answer:  

 

Question 

3c 

 

What is 

the main 

difference 

between 

these 

views? 

: 4 marks 

 

: 5 minutes 

 

 Use the 
Sources and 
try and 
‘match’ them. 

 You can they 
say if the 
historians 
have given 



more 
WEIGHT to 
whichever 
source they 
match. 

 You can also 
consider the 
different 
emphasis 
they may 
have used 
e.g. Political, 
economic or 
social. 

 
Question 

3d 

 

How far 

do you 

agree with 

interpreta

tion 1/2 

about…? 

 

: 16 marks + 4 

marks for SPAG 

 

: 20 minutes 

 

 You must say 
how far you 
agree with 
the given 
interpretation. 

 You MUST 
use both 
interpretation
s  

 You MUST 
include your 
own 
knowledge.  

 





 

 


