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Dear Parent/ Carer 
 
I am writing to invite you to the Key Stage 4 Information Evening on Wednesday 28 September 2016 
from 6.00pm – 7.00pm at Cromwell Community College in the Sports Hall. 
 
We will be looking at the key dates in Key Stage 4; Work experience; Ambassador and Prefect Roles 

and we will be advising how you can best support your child over the next two years. 

From this year forwards, the way that GCSE grades are awarded has changed. Instead of the A* to G 
grades we have been using since GCSEs were introduced in the 1980s, pupils will in future be 
awarded a grade between 9 and 1.  Although, the current Year 11 are following these new courses in 
English and Maths, the first pupils who will sit the new examinations in the majority of their subjects 
are the current Year 10.  A small number of GCSEs, such as Psychology and Media Studies, will use 
the old grades for this year group. 
Schools do not yet know exactly how the all the new grades compare to the old grades, but the 

Department for Education have released some information:  

 The bottom of the new grade 4 will be the equivalent of the bottom of an old grade C.  

 A grade 5 will be the equivalent of the top of an old C and the bottom of an old B.  

 Although all grades apart from U are a pass, the grade considered to be a “good” pass will no 

longer be a C but will be a 5 instead. For many of our pupils, and for many pupils nationally, 

that will be a real challenge.  

 Roughly the same number of pupils who used to attain A and A* will be awarded grades 7, 8 

and 9. Grade 9 will be loosely equivalent to the top 50% of A* grades. 

 The approximate relationship between the old and new grades is shown in the chart below. 

U G F E D C B A A* 

U 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

From this week, when you look on Go for Schools, you will see that your children’s targets and 

assessment data are in the new 1-9 grades. 

We will be covering this in more detail at the evening. 

We very much hope you will be able to attend this evening to ensure you and your child access the 
support and advice needed to successfully transition to Key Stage 4. 
 



PARKING is available in the new bus bay at the front of College, by the all-weather pitch or in school 
by using the entrance closest to Wenny Estate.  If you park by the all-weather pitch, please do not 
park in the spaces designated for Chatteris Leisure customers. 
 
We would be grateful if you could RSVP to LDunn@cromwell.cambs.sch.uk to confirm attendance. 
 
We look forward to seeing you on Wednesday 28th September. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
 
 

Mr J Russell 
Head of Key Stage 4 
 

mailto:LDunn@cromwell.cambs.sch.uk

